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CURRICULUM MEETING FEBRUARY 27, 2017 

In attendance:  E. Margolin, S. Braverman, C. Pritzker, N. Bogdanov, L. Eisenberg, S. Preziosi, D. 

Sheinin, L. Kreisman, J. Menashe, I. Vilensky, N. Ogievetsky 

1-Minutes from the January meeting were accepted as read. 

2-Special Education update:  

Tristate Consortium visit took place in January. Previous visit focused on science. Dr. Lo 

Verdi prepared documents, scheduled visits with stakeholders, etc. in preparation for the visit. 

We got very good feedback- specifics to be discussed at a subsequent curriculum meeting 

State audited our special ed “books”- many nice comments followed their visit. 

At a recent wrestling match, Logan, one of our student wrestlers agreed to have a match 

with a disabled student from Lynbrook and allowed him to win. An email was sent to Dr. Secaur 

about Logan’s wonderful sportsmanship. 

3- “Screenagers”-  

A 68 minute documentary dealing with screen time-cellphone use and abuse- was 

viewed by members of our curriculum committee and other district leaders and parents. We 

are considering bringing the movie to the HWPS community. The cost is $650.00 which includes 

the screening and facilitator’s guide as well as weekly updates. The PTAs have agreed to fund 

the event.  

The curriculum committee is suggesting that children from fifth grade and older join 

their parents for the viewing. 

We are looking into a possible date (April 6 to piggyback on already scheduled district 

PTA meeting), and how to encourage parents to attend. Suggestion- to show a children’s movie 

at the same time if parents don’t have a baby sitter. 

4-Bridg-It program-  

There are still some concerns amongst the parents about reporting, privacy, 

confidentiality and false reporting. 

Roll-out is being pushed back and tweaked because of these concerns. 

Notifications about the program and how to open an account will be mailed home to 

parents of students in grades 4 and up. 

If a parent does not sign on, issues can still be reported directly to the school. 

5- Math Update:  Joanne Fennessy, Math chair k-12 gave a review of the math programs in 

each school. 
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There is a district math committee- they have just completed writing their mission 

statement which incorporates the 4 C’s. 

There is also a slice committee looking into the “double accelerated” policy. They are 

looking at criteria to be in the double accelerated class as well as the availability of an advanced 

calculus class for seniors.   

 There is extensive ongoing professional development on all grade levels, as well as 

technology training and parent outreach/communication. 

Highlights within the schools: 

Ogden and HES-  

Two programs are being piloted, “TERC” and “Go Math.” A great deal of time is 

being spent on evaluating both. Teachers will be surveyed for feedback on both 

programs so that a decision can be made regarding which program to purchase for the 

district. The decision will be made by April. This will give the district time to train all 

teachers in how to use whichever program is selected. The program will be 

implemented in the fall. 

Three Hewlett teachers presented at the math conference at Molloy College in 

January. 

2018-19-proposed changes in the math curriculum 

Middle School-  

 Some of the 6, 7, 8, courses have been compacted. There is discussion about the 

appropriate use of the calculator in Algebra 1 –  

We are looking at reinstating an advanced algebra class for students with a grade 

of 85 or more. 

Math 8- important foundation for all high school math courses. Students are 

encouraged to take the more rigorous course but parents can override that placement. 

Grades are “weighted” on the students’ transcripts depending upon which course they 

take. 

There is a lack of clarity from NYSED regarding aspirational scores in both ELA 

and math that may be required for graduation in the year 2022. There is new leadership 

in state ed and the Board of Regents so we are waiting for information. 

WMS is a Title I School and therefore was able to “purchase” some additional 

math resources including a teacher’s aide who is well-liked by the students. 
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High School-  

We are in the final year of implementing the Algebra 2 common core curriculum. 

It incorporates statistics and pre-calculus. 

Trigonometry is dispersed between Geometry and Algebra 2 courses. 

The changes in the math curriculum are important because the info impacts on 

some science classes. 

“Topics to Regents”- students can opt in but there are prerequisites. 

The high school is also a Title I school this year and has some extra staff. This 

teacher assist does some push-in during the school day and during extra help.  Some of 

the extra support is also paid for out of district funds. 

Parents asked about the AMC (American Math Contest) and how our students 

are being prepped for participation. 

 

Next meeting: March 22 

Topic- Technology Update 

 


